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140 London Peace Society. 

say, ' I am sure the people of England are too sensible to suppose I am going 
to make war upon them ; their intention must be to go to war with me ; and 
if they increase their military force, I must do the same.' 

There are many persons who profess to hold the Peace principle, but say 
they cannot go the whole way with many peace advocates. J am a peace 
man because I am a Christian. I believe that, as a Christian, I have no 
option but to be a peace man I never intend to lower my standard. If I 
*m laughed at, I shall only cling the closer to my principles. 

A great deal has been said about the results of a general disarmament. 
Christians have nothing to do with consequences ; they should leave them 
in the hands of God. I am not prepared to say that no lives would be lost 
hy adopting the peace principle ; but I affirm unhesitatingly, that infinitely 
fewer lives would be lost by its adoption than by a melancholy and sad 
system of war. If a thousandth part of the individuals slain in war had had 
the moral courage to sacrifice their lives on the scaffold, tyranny would not 
have been exercised over the world at the present moment. 

I believe a great deal has been gained by the discussion of the Militia 
Bill. That bill I look upon as a mere nonentity ; and all that the people 
have now to do, is to raise a subscription for the support of the families of 
those who will go to jail, if Government attempt to enforce the law. It is 
necessary that the people should be taught a higher lesson and a higher 
courage than that of btute force — that it is far better to suffer in a right 
cause, than go to a field of battle. It is the false notion of military glory that 
has done so much evil in the world. 

The last resolution was in these words : — 

"That this meeting observe with the deepest sorrow and regret that while 
the unhappy and ignoble war in South Africa still continues, with no imme- 
diate prospect of termination, our country is likely to be involved in another 
protracted conflict with the Barman empire, events which serve only to con- 
firm their conviction that so long as the present unhappy predominance is 
given to military ideas and agencies in administering the affairs of our colo- 
nial dependencies, Great Britain can never hope worthily to fulfil the high 
mission which seems to have been entrusted to her by Providence as the 
instrument of Christianizing and civilizing the world. That this meeting 
thankfully acknowledge the effective service rendered to the cause of peace 
during the past year by the committee, urgently commend to their future 
attention the duty of memorializing the present Government on the subject 
of the Kaffir war, and strongly deprecate and discourage the contemplated 
war with the Barman empire." 



MISCELLANIES. 



Wickliffe on Wae. — This day-star of all modern reformations in the 
Christian Church, wrote in 1383, the year before his death, in the sixty-first 
of his age, a tract, in which he develops the germ of those peace principles 
which have since spread more or less among all denominations. He com- 
plains of the Pope for " bringing the seal and banner of Christ upon the 
cross, that is, the token of peace, mercy and charity, for to slay all christian 
men, to mayntayne his worldly state, and to oppress Christendom. Why 
will not the proud priest of Rome grant full pardon to all men for to live in 
peace and charity, and patience, as he doth for to fight and slay Christian 
men?" The tract breathes throughout the same spirit, and is full of argu- 
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ments much more nearly resembling those now used by the friends of peace 
than could have been expected five eenturias ago, even from that illustrious 1 
Pioneer of Christian Reform. Had all his followers caught and consistently 
inculcated his views of peace, how different most have been' the history of 
Christendom for the last three centuries ! 

War Legislators.— Such men are in the Old World the chief abettors 
of war and the war-system. Take England for an example. Of the 65& 
members of her House of Commons, no less than 356, more than half the 
whole number, are either military or naval officers, or their near connections. 
The House of Lords is still worse ; for of its 455 peers, 346, or nearly five- 
sixths, are either directly or indirectly interested in her military system. 
Here are 1113 legislators, of whom 702, nearly two-thirds of both houses, 
have a strong personal or family interest in continuing and expanding the 
war-establishment of Great Britain. May God save America from such 
legislators! 

Napoleon's Plan fob Peace. — " At the peace of Amiens," said he at 
St. Helena, " I believed with the utmost good faith, that the lot of France, 
of Europe, and my own, were fixed, the war being finished. I meant to de- 
vote myself to the administration of affairs in France ; and I believe that I 
should have brought forth prodigies. I should have lost nothing on the side 
of glory, but gained much on the side of happiness. *I .-hould have made 
the moral conquest of all Europe, as I was on the eve of accomplishing it 
by arms. I had a project for general peace by drawing all the powers to am 
immense reduction of their standing armies; and then, as intelligence be' 
came universally diffused, one might perhaps be permitted to dream of the 
application lo the great European family of an institution like the American 
Congress, or that of the Amphictions in Greece; and then, what a perspect- 
ive before us of greatness, of happiness, of prosperity ! what a grand and 
magnificent spectacle ! This agglomeration of European peoples must 
arrive, sooner or later, by the mere force of events. The impulse is already 
given ; and I do not think, after my fall, and the disappearance of my system, 
mat any balance of power will be possible in Europe, but this union and 
federation of the great nations." 

It is qnite remarkable, though the above extract is not the only proof of the 
fact, that this great warrior, weary and disgusted with his long-continued 
work of blood, conceived at length a plan for the pacification of Europe 
analagous to our scheme for a Congress of Nations ; a conception so just, so 
magnificent, and so full of hope for the world, that it can never die out of 
the public mind, but will be kept more or less in view until its substance 
shall eventually be realized. 

Gen. Wool on thf Evils of War. — Gen. Wool, in writing to a friend 
on the visit of Kossuth to the United States, says : " The lessons derived 
from experience are more valuable than plausible theories; The future is 
shrouded in darkness — the past is our own. To the future we may look for 
possible blessings ; to the past we must look, if we would guard ourselves 
against probable evils. In recurring, then, to the past, I need not tell yoo 
that war is a great evil, and the greatest that can befal any people or coun- 
try. It has ever been the curse of nations, whether caused by fanaticism, 
intervention, revenge, ambition, or the acquisition of territory. Civil wa» 
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have been, in most cases, promoted, first by ambition, and then by oppres- 
sion necessarily resulting from the expenses of the first.'* Oppression is the 
concomitant of war. The oppression induced by high taxes in England, as 
well as on the continenl of Europe, is the bitter fruit of war. France has 
been struggling for liberty more than sixty years; and we feel and deplore 
that our iincient ally, is, at this moment, in a worse condition than when she 
first unfurled the standard of rebellion against Louis XVI. In the meantime, 
millions of lives have been sacrificed, and a debt imposed on the industry of 
the country that no efforts can cancel. The people of Ireland, Italy and 
Hungary have each, in turn, struggled for liberty and independence ; and 
what have they gained ? All have been overpowered and trodden under 
foot by despotism, and left without the power of resistance. If you would 
guard your free, happy and prosperous country against oppression or oppres- 
sive taxes, beware how you encourage war. Heed not the demagogue, who, 
to gratify his ambition, would drench his country in blood. Remember, the 
loss of liberty commences with oppression, and oppression follows war." 

No War now with England. — Every man is familiar with the dispute 
which has lately broken out anew between the British government and our 
own respecting the fisheries, in which New England alone is said to have no 
less than 2,100 vessels engaged, and $12,000,000 invested. The present 
feelings and habits of the two countries forbid all serious thoughts of war 
in this case ; but, if public opinion were now what it was before the friends 
of peace began their efforts, an appeal to the sword, especially under such 
hot and hasty measures as are even now urged, by some from whom wiser 
counsels should have been expected, might have been inevitable. A few 
war-ships on the spot professedly to guard each nation's rights, would soon 
have kindled a war of five or ten years. Should our rulers now listen to the 
outcry of the war-dogs among us, we should be plunged in war before one 
man in fifty suspected any serious danger. There is in our country a fearful 
amount of war-spiiit that might, in a short time, be made to sweep the land 
like a hurricane of fire on a western prairie. Just hear how a New York 
paper, the very Beelzebub perhaps of what has been too justly termed " the 
Satanic Press," pleads in so many words for " war with England" : — 

"Let us," says this "spit-fire" of an Editor, "let us have war with Eng- 
land. The time is propitious. We have provocations enough to impel us, 
inducements enough to tempt us ; and the sure and immeasurable advantages 
which would follow, to us, to liberal principles, and to mankind at large, all 
suggest the justice and sound policy of a war with England. Sooner or later 
such a war is inevitable ; and better have it sooner than later. Now is our 
time. The fishery question affords ihe direct provocation — the casus belli. 
Mr. Webster, with all his deference to and respect for Great Britain and 
British diplomacy, cannot Stand this British assumption of a monopoly of our 
American fishing grounds. He has taken his position. He has called upon 
Congress and the people for their aid and encouragement. Let him be sus- 
tained; and let the Earl of Derby be given to understand that the fair Am- 
erican interpretation of the treaty must be law, or that there will be war. 
Let Mr. Webster demand this, unconditionally, and adhere to it, and abide 
by it ; and possibly we may have war — the final and decisive war, which 
sooner or later we are surely bound to have with England. The result of 

• The intervention of England in ihe affairs of the Continent, in the present ce 
tury, cost the government 1,700,000,000 pounds sterling. 
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such a contest as this would not only give us exclusive occupation of North 
America, but would dismember and liberate at least a portion of the United 
Kingdom itself. 

Let, then, Mr. Webster stand firm. Let Congress sustain "him — the people 
will bark them up. Let it be understood that the rights of our fishermen, 
as they have enjoyed them from the treaty of 1818 down to this day, are to 
be conceded, and unconditionally concrded, at the risk of war. Poasibly 
England may risk it. If r-o, ltt us have a war with England." 

Waste of Life in War. --The Bunker Hill Aurora says that of com- 
pany H, which went from that town in 'he Massachusetts Regiment of 
Volunteers to Mexico, and numbered nearly 100 men, only 21 officers and 
men are now supposed to be living. Of these remaining soldiers, several 
are so debilitated by the effect of that campaign, that they are entitled to 
pensions. 

It has been well said that nations in a state of war are like indi- 
viduals in a state of intoxication ; they frequently contract debts when drunk, 
which they are obliged to pay when sober. 



ITEMS. 



New Arrangement at our Office. — Our Executive Committee, long 
desirous of relieving the Corresponding Secretary from a portion of his 
multifarious labors, have recently entered for this purpose into an arrange- 
ment with our excellent friend, William C. Brown, Esq., who has been 
engaged, as Office Agent, to take the care of our Depository, and attend to 
various other details of business which have heretofore diverted the Secre- 
tary from more important services. Mr. Brown, wherever he is known, will 
need no commendation from us as worthy of all confidence ; and we con- 
gratulate the Society on securing the services of such a man. 

Receipts of the London Peace Society the last tear — were 
£2,277, or about $11,300. Nor is this the sum total of contributions in 
England to the cause of peace ; for the League of Brotherhood, Mr. Bur- 
ritt's organization for this and kindred objects, is receiving a considerable 
amount tor the same purpose. How long before the friends of peace in 
America will imitate this liberality ? 

No Pkace Congrrss this year.— The Committee in London, autho- 
rized by the last Congress to call another at their discretion, came, on the 
21st ol May, to the conclusion, that it would be "inopportune and unad- 
visable," because the militia bill, and the approaching elections for a new 
Parliament, will require their presence and utmost energies at home, and 
because, alter the warlike altitude assumed by their own government in the 
increase of its forces by 80,000 men, they could not, with good grace or 
hope, vi.-it the Continent on such an errand of peace. Quite sufficient 
reasons. 



